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M I N U T E S  OF THE F I F T H  M E E T I N G  OF THE P L e N N I N G  BOARD OF lNDlRA 
G A N D H I  N A T I O N A L  OPEN U N I V E R S I T Y  H E L D  I N  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y ' S  Q F F I C E  
AT YMCA C U L T U R A L  CENTRE, J A I  S I N G H  ROAD, NEW D E L H I - 1 1 0 0 0 1  ON 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1 9 8 7  OT 1100 HOURS 

I 

T h e  f o l  l o w i n g  w e r e  present :-  

P r o f .  G  Ram R e d d y ,  V .C .  - C h a j r m a n  

P r o f .  E  .V .  C h i t n i s ,  M e m b e r  

P r o f .  W.V. P y l e e ,  M e m b e r  

P r o f .  M. S a n t a p p a ,  M e m b e r  

D r .  I l q r s )  J y o t i  H. T r i v e d i ,  M e m b e r  

1 .  S h r l  K .  N a r a y a n a n ,  M e m b e r - S e c r e t a r y  

P r o f .  B.S. S h a r m a  and S h r i  S..C. V a j p e y i  , P r - o - - - J l c e -  
C h a n c e l l o r s  a t t ended  by s p e c i a l  i n v i t a t i o n .  

T h e .  f o l l o w i n g  m a t t e r s  w e r e  cons idered :-  

I T E M  1 TO C O N F I R M  THE M I N U T E S  OF THE F O U R T H  M E E T I N G  H E L D  ON 
28th  SEPTEMBER, 1987 

<.. " 5 . 1 . 1 .  T h e  m l n u t e s  o'f t h e  4 t h  m e e t i n g  o f  the P l a n n l n g  bn,.rd 
h e l d  on S e p t e m b e r  28th, 1987 w e r e  confirmed. 

5.1.2.  T h e  C h a i r m a n  i n f o r m e d  t he  m e m b e r s  o f  the d e v e l u p m e n t s  
i n  rega rd  t o  the s e t t i n g  up o f  the A s i a n  R s s o c l a t i o n  
o f  O p e n  U n i v e r s i t i e s +  w h i c h  w a s  done a t  t he  l r i s t a n c e  
and support  o f  the UNESCO, B a n g k o k .  T h e  A s s o c i a t . ~ . ~ i l  i s  
co- sponsored by STOU, T h a i l a n d  and UNU, J a p a n .  T h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  p r e s e n t l y  cons is t  o f  7 mernl-tr-r-, and 
t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  l i k e l y  t o  go up t o  1 1  i n  thr, 4 , ~ t u r e .  

T h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  i n  B a n g k o k  i n  Novein i : ) r : -  ' 07 
and w a s  f o l l o w e d  by a m e e t i n g  i n  T o k y o  i n  t h e  s a m e  
m o n t h .   the C h a i r m a n  a l s o  i n f o r m e d  t h e  m e m b e r s  o t  t he  
P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  t h a t  Japanese G o v e r n m e n t  has a g r e e d  t o  
g i v e  f i n a n c i a l  ass is tan 'ce t o  the A s s o c i a t i o n  and 

a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  ADB i s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  fo r  s e t t i n g  up o f  
a R e g i o n a l  R e s o u r c e  C e n t r e .  T h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  ot the  
A s s o c i a t i o n  w o u l d  be i n  B a n g k o k .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  uf  the 
A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  R e c t o r  o f  STOU and P r o f .  G .  R a m  
R e d d y  has been e l e c t e d  as the S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l .  T h e  



main o b j e c t s  o f  s e t t i n g  up  t h e  R s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  ( 1 )  t o  
o r g a n i s e  t r a i n i n g  programmes f o r  member c o u n t r i e c .  ( 2 )  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  R e g i o n a l  Resource C e n t r e  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  
make a v a i l a b l e  a t  one p l a c e  t h e  e n t i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
a l l  c o u r s e s  launched by t h e  v a r i o u s  Open U n i v e r s i t i e s  
i n  t h e  member c o u n t r i e s ,  ( 3 )  j o i n t  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
c o u r s e s  and ( 4 )  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  cou rses  by 
o t h e r  members. Members n o t e d  t h e s e  deve lopments .  

I 

5 .1 .3.  Members a l s o  n o t e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  by t h e  
Chairman r e g a r d i n g  an agreement reached i n  p r i n c i p l e  a t  
t h e  Commonwealth P r ime  M i n i s t e r ' s  Conference f o r  
s e t t i n g  u p  a  ne t- work  o f  Open U n i v e r s i t i e s / d i s t a n c e  
t e a c h i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. 

I 
ITEM NO 2 TO NOTE THE RCTION TAKEN ON :EARLIER DECISIONS 

5.2.1. Noted 

. . 5.2.2. The P l a n n i n g  Board  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  E x p e r t  
L,, Committee on C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  and E x t e n s i o n  f o r  

open l e a r n i n g  w a s , a w a i t e d  k rom t h e  Chairman, which,  as 
d e c i d e d  e a r l i e r ,  w i l l  be c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  concerned 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  on r e c e i p t .  I t  was a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
v i e w s  o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  Board o n  t h e  i n t e r i m  r e p o r t  had 
been conveyed t o  t h e  Chairman. 

ITEM No 3 TO CONSIDER AND RPPROVE OF THE STARTING OF NEW SCHOOLS 
OF STUDIES 

5.3.1. The P l a n n i n g  Board  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l  and r e s o l v e d  
t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  new Schoo ls  o f  S t u d i e s  may be s e t  up:-  

1. Schoo l  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g  and Technology,  and 

7 -. School  o f  H e a l t h  Sc iences  

S t a r t i n g  o f  Schoo l  o f  Defence S t u d i e s  and School  @ +  

l., , ;; 
. ., 

F i n e  R r t s  may be taken  up  depend ing  upon t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

.i 

5.3.2. I t  was f u r t h e r  r e s o l v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  Schoo ls  woulo 
g e n e r a l l y  s t a r t  c o u r s e s  i n  1990. However, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  
e f f o r t s  w i l l  be made t o  commence some c o u r s e s  i n  1989. 
The Chairman sugges ted  t h a t  a  s m a l l  g roup  s h o u l d  be 
c o n s t i t u t e d  t o  examine t h e  cou rses  t o  be s t a r t e d  by 
t h e  Schoo l  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g  & Technology and t h e  Schoo l  
o f  H e a l t h  Sc iences .  

ITEN 4 TO CONSIDER RND RPPROVE OF THE POLICY NOTE ON ASPECTS 
OF OUALIZY CONTROL 

5.4.1. '  The p o i i c y  No te  on t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  was 
c o n s i d e r e d .  ' P r o f .  B.S. Sharma, P ro- V ice- Chance l l o r  
e x p l a i n e d  i n  b r i e f  t h e  main f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  P o l i c y  



Note .  W h i l e  approving t h e  P o l l c y  Note .  t h e  P l a n n l n g  
Board  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t e p s  proposed t h e r e l n  imposed on 
o u r s e l v e s  a  r i g o u r  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  q u a l l t y  o f  material. 
s t u d e n t  s e r v i c e s  and examina t i on5  t h a t  w l l l  be 
conduc ted  so  t h a t  th.e same c o u l p  be made a p p l i c a b l e  t u  
t h e  S t a t e  Open U n l v e r s l t i e s  when thev  b e g l n  t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n s .  The P l a n n i n g  B a r d  was o f  t h e  v l e w  t h a t  l t  
wou 1 d  be necessa ry  t i a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t e s  o  f  
co r respondence  e d u c a t l o n  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  
a r e  c l o s e d  down when t h e  Open U n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  s e t  up 
i n  t h e  S t a t e s .  The Chairman e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h l s  m a t t e r  
has a l r e a d y  been t a k e n  u p  py h im w i t h  t h e  Government 
and t h e  UGC and i t  was t h e i r  v i e w  t h a t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t h e  IGNOU s h o u l d c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  open u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
and l a t e r  on t a k e  u p  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l l t y  i n  t h e  
i n s t i t u t e s  o f  co r respndence  e d u c a t l o n  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
U n i v e r s i t i e s .  i; 

ITEM NO 5 TO CONSIDER AND RECOMMEND THE PROPOSAL FOR SETTI NG UP 
LABORATORY FACILITIES AT REGIONGL CENTRES 

5.5.1.  The p r o p o s a l  on t h e  s e t t i n g  up o f  l a b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  
a t  R e g i o n a l  C e n t r e s  was e a r l i e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Finance 
Commit tee w h i c h  d e s i r e d  t h a t  t h e  same be examined by 
t h e  P l a n n i n g  Board.  A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  p r o p o s a l  n o w  
b e f o r e  t h e  P l a n n i n g  Board was c o n s i d e r e d .  The Chait-(van 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  f o r  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  
l a b o r a t o r i e s  a t  R e g i o n a l  C e n t r e s  was l a r g e l y  f o r  i h e  
purpose o f  t r a i n i n g  o f  t u t o r s  and i t  was proposer!  t o  
have s u c h  l a b o r a t o r i e s  o n l y  a t  4 R e g i o n a l  C e n t r e s  !or  
t h e  p r e s e n t .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  
l a b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  S tudy  C e n t r e s  a l s o  o ~ s  
c o n s i d e r e d  and i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  lGNOU shou l r l  n o t  
o n l y  p r o v i d e  compensat ion  t o  c o l l e g e s  f o r  u s e  o f  t l ~ ~ l r  

, f a c i l i t i e s  b u t  a l s o  augment f a c i l i t i e s  by s u p p l y  of  
'L~. :' equ ipment  wherever i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  necessa ry .  

5 .5.2.  The s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  s h o u l d  be b u i l i  up 
~ ~ i n  an i n n o v a t i v e  manner w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  o p t i m i s a t l o n  

o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  was no ted .  

5.5.3. The P l a n n i n g  Board w h i l e  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  n o t e d  
t h a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  h e l p  f rom t h e  S t a t e  Governments f o r  
s e t t i n g  up t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  a t  t h e  R e g i o n a l  C e n t r e s  
s h o u l d  be o b t a i n e d .  , , 

ITEM NO 6 T O  CONSIDER GND APPROVE' OF THE SYLLABI OF ELECTIVE 
COURSES FOR BACHELOR'S DEGREE PROGRAMME' 

5.6.1. The P l a n n i n g  Board  c o n s i d e r e d  and approved o f  t h e  
s y l l a b i  f o r  t h e  two e l e c t i v e  cou rses  o f  f o u r  c r e d l t s  
each  v i z .  Commerce . I  - Bus iness  O r g a n i s a t i o n  and 
Commerce I 1  - - Accountancy as  pe r  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  P l a n n l n g  Board. 



ITEM No 7 T O  CONSlDER AND APPROVE OF CONCESSIONS TO BLIND OR 
VISUALLY HANDICAPPED STUDENTS 

I 
I 

5 .7 .1 .  The P l a n n i n g  Board o o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p s a l  f o r  p r o v ~ d ~ n y  
c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  b l i n d  o r  v i s u a l l y  handicapped s t u d e n t s  
and approved o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a d o p t l n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  
o u t l i n e d  i n  J a w a h a r l a l  Nehru U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  admission 
o f  p h y s i c a l l y  handi!capped pe rsons  b e l n g  follo13;rsd w i t h  
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  p h y s l c d l  
d i s a b i l i t y  may be  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  any r e g i s t e r e d  med lca l  
p r a c t i t i o n e r  . and n o t  n e c e s s a r i  1 y f rom G C J V ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ I I ~  
H o s p i t a l s . '  

\ .  ITEM No 8 TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE OF THE CUT-OFF POlNT F D H  
PASSING THE E N T R A ~ C E  TEST FOR THE NON-10+2 STREAM F O R  
ADMISSION TO UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES 

5.8.1. The P l a n n i n g  Board cons ' idered  t h e  recomrnendat.~c.n 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c u t - o f f  p o i n t  v i r .  33% f o r  p a a s i n o  l l f r '  

t e s t  f o r  non-10+2 s t u d e n t s  f o r  admiss jon  t o  Bacr , c l0 . ! l  5. 

Degree Programme and approved t h e  same. The P l a n n i n g  
Board  n o t e d  t h a t  10,235 s t u d e n t s  had been a d m i t t e d  l o  
t h e  B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree Programme f rom t h e  nor, - l ( l l : !  

s t ream.  

ITEM No 9 TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED TO CONSIDER VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE 
EL IG IB IL ITY  TEST FOR THE POST OF LECTURER 1N THE 
UNIVERSITY 

5.9.1. The P l a n n i n g  Board c ~ o n s i d e r e d  t h e  recommendat ions o f  
t h e  Commit tee c o n s t i t u t e d  t o  examine v a r i o u s  aspec:ts o f  
t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  t e s t  f o r  t h e  p o s t  o f  L e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y .  The s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  same w a s  
e x b l a i n e d  by P r o f .  6.5. Sharma,  P r o- V i c e- C h a n c e l l o r .  
I t  was n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A b i l i t y  Tes t  (Paper  1 1 )  would 
be o f . ' t h r e e  h o u r s  d u r a t i o n .  The P l a n n i n g  Board w h i l e  
n o t i n g  t h e  above, sugges ted  t h a t  a sample q u e s t i o n  
paper  may be  s e n t  t o  (he P l a n n i n g  Board members f o r  

' t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

OTHER MATTERS 

5.10.1. The b r o c h u r e  on two s t a g e  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
C o m p e t i t i o n  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  members o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  
Board a t  t h e  mee t i ng  was c o n i d e r e d .  S h r i  S.C. V a j p e y i ,  
P ro- V ice- Chance l l o r  i n f o r x d  t h e  members o f  t h e  Board 
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C o m p e t i t i o n .  
On ly  f i v e  a r c h i t e c t s  have been s e l e c t e d  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  
t h e  f i n a l  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  



I 
NEXT MEETING 

I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  n e s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  P l a n n i n g  Elunrd 
w i l l  be  h e l d  i n  t h e  second week o f  March,  1988 o r  i n  t h e  < j r s t  
week o f  A p r i l .  2988 a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  C h a i r m a n ' s  c o n v e n i e n c e l  

The m e e t i n g  concluded w i t h  a  v o t e  o f  thanks  t o  t h e  Chalr 

Sd/-  
(G. Ram Reddy) 

. V i c e- C h a n c e l l o r  & 
Chairman 




